
 

 

EPA new source performance standards will devastate American jobs, American economy, American families 
  

BACKGROUND 
  

In 2012, the EPA proposed a rule covering greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from NEW power plants. As originally proposed, the 

rule would have held coal and gas power plants to nearly the same emissions standards. 

  

The EPA’s revised GHG new source performance standards (NSPS) rule isn’t much different: coal power plants are still held to the 

same level as most natural gas plants, and they must install and use carbon, capture and storage (CCS) technology.  However, this is 

impossible to achieve. CCS has only been demonstrated on small scales, never at full commercial scale in the U.S. 
  

This rule is in direct contradiction with current law. Under the Clean Air Act, regulations can only set emissions standards at the 

level achievable based on technology that has been successfully proven.   

  

If this rule goes into effect, it would make it impossible to build new coal-fired power plants.  

  

NSPS RULES DEVASTATE THE NUMBER ONE SOURCE OF AMERICAN ELECTRICITY 
  

There can be no doubt. This new rule is proof that the goal of the EPA—and this Administration — is to prohibit the construction of 

new, efficient, cleaner-burning coal power plants by requiring them to use unobtainable technology. 
 

Coal generates the greatest share of our electricity, providing approximately 40 percent of America’s generated power. The U.S. 

Department of Energy predicts that we will continue to use coal as our major source of electricity for at least the next 30 

years. Why? Because coal remains the most reliable, affordable and abundant fuel source at our disposal.  

  

PROTECTING COAL POWER PLANTS IS IN AMERICA’S BEST INTEREST 

  
This NSPS regulation will cost America good paying jobs and our whole economy will suffer.  

  

Coal is produced in 25 states and approximately 240 million Americans depend on coal for electricity. That’s about 75 percent of all 

Americans. Coal is also responsible for more than 760,000 U.S. jobs. According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, in 2010 

U.S. coal mining was responsible for 211,410 direct jobs and more than 554,940 indirect jobs. 

  

If the EPA chooses not to level the playing field and not to accept that coal will be an critical part of America’s energy mix for the 

foreseeable future, jobs will be lost at the local, state and national level in the construction, mining, manufacturing, engineering, 

electrical, trade and industrial sectors.  

   

Businesses will not invest in new coal plants and will not spend hundreds of millions of dollars on technology that has yet to be 

proven on a commercial scale.  

  

If coal production declines across the country, uncertainty in the marketplace will thwart economic growth. 

  

Moreover, the lack of competition in the energy sector will not only adversely impact the marketplace, but electricity prices will 

increase, and so will the chances of major electrical grid failures, since our grid runs best with diversified fuel sources. 

 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
  

The American energy industry and the American people need their government to work as a partner, not an adversary, when 

investing in America’s energy future. As the EPA continues to overreach, I will continue to fight for coal power plants and do 

everything I can to combat the EPA’s war on coal.  


